; CHORUS OF LONG AGO. This is the official photo, taken about 1829,
. of the Cambrian Glee Club of Venedocia, which will be holding a re-
union this Saturday and Sunday at Venedociz. In the group were,
left o right: Top row—Gordon Jenkins, XElliott Morris, Talmage

Hughes, Dick Owens, RuFus Morrie, Gaylord Jones, Dan Evans, Herb

Davies, Harris Ev@ns en Owens, Joe Williams., Second row down

mRufus Thomzs, Edw ard Jones, Stanley Roberts, Reese Morris; Les-
-T-‘Tm-"

Cﬁmbﬁén Glee Clu To Hol
eunion This Weekend

25th

VENEDOCIA -~ The Cambrian!vhos, with Rev Warry Griffithe,
Glee Club, which made a name}padiov of the First Preshwt ria
for itself in this area arocut 25 Church of Van Wert, as the speak-
vears ago, will be back together  er.
again this weekend. Ed Jones of Van Wert is in

Members of the glee club are!charge of reunion arrangements,

expected to c¢ome here from all
over the midwest for the organiza-
tien’s 25th reunion, scheduled for

Sunday, the club will sing three
numbers at the annuzl Velsh
gymanfa ganu at the Salem Pres-

Saturday night and Sunday. byterian Church at 7:30 p, m. Sun—;
The club was orgenized in |day.

1919, with Haydn Morgan” as It will again be directed by

director and Austin Poliock as |Hadyn Morgan, who will also be
accempanist. For about three |the director for the assembly

vears, the group was willing te jsinging for the gymanfa ganu.

sing for any cccasion within aute |Since leaving Venedocia, 3Morgan

has built a wide reputation as
choral music authority and choral
composer. He is now on the faculty
of the Michigan State Normal
College at Ypsilanti,

The Markets

driving diztance of Venedocia,

It gave about 23 concerts
taroughout this area, going as far
away as Fairmont, Ind. Autos—
and especially tiresmwnre not the
things then that. they ire now, or
the club m1ght nave do'h, a Iot
more. ginging. .

The club’s reunion banquet will

ter Cole, Wendell Morgan, Layton Jenkins, Telford &
Jones, Czu‘adoEr Jones. Third row dowanoxfeH I
Breese Haydr Morgan, Havdn Jones, Howard Hughe
Maldwvn Jones, Luther Jones, Bottom——Roy Morgar
. ards,  Ellott ‘\{orns Talmage Hughes, Rufus Moz
| Jones are now deceased Not in the picture are five
N + Austin Pollock, Walter Lewis, Pal George, Thomas M
-1*1‘: Lloyd
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= Venedocia;

ENRY UHL
o ‘Uhl,_.94, of

o
Thursday at Van Wert
i
mﬁgltﬁras born Feb 15,
%1880 in Delphos; to John
‘and - Sophia 'Uhl., They
moved to. Venedocia
e%he was- eight years

o
d Raymond of
Imr;)tia‘s‘.nsut"mve, 1‘;iﬂd a

in Var

MrsJ Alfred
i‘é‘;};:fgrss “Breese . tg
- Venedocia 'and Mrs E :
{Margaret)f Smith o©
Munme ! iﬂd,
ive.
are; sui grand~
nh?ﬂf::l and nine great-

grandchildren. -

Salem: Presbyterian
‘ghmh of Venedocia.

rial::

L ﬁ? oVon Geissler of-

ficiating. Burial will be in
enedocia Cemetery.

?‘nends may call at the

dinetal home from 2-4

: ;}mSaturday

alsn sur- :

Mr Uhl-was a merhbef'

a retlred

DMMCMBi
Aemmmmr,

i m";" Laira ‘UM, 81,

wife of
D3 15v a. m. today (Mcm— -
“‘S:he Vén: Wert  County. Hos-

'mmumt_y, she was 'born i
Hage on. November 14,

D C'rlenn‘:
B Raymond' :
Uhi, a(.'ﬂlumbus, Chio; six grandT_f
Cchildiren “and two great- grandchz}.i{ i
d:en, and one sister, Mrs, Milton]
Jones Racme, Wis. One daughi :
ir; Mrs.. Eimc)r Morris died xr
March gf 1859, .
Mrs. Un! was a member of ihe
Salem Preshyterlan Church of
. Venedocia, .
Services will be heid at 2 p.m. I :
-Wednesday in the Harter and Son

 Memorisl Chapsl " with the  Rev.

' Ellis Lloyd officiating. Burial will.

be made in the Venedocia Cam- .
etery

The remains will be at the fun-

i
H

gral home where friends may call
after 7 o'clock this ewzmng 1_
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FOCUS ON ’I‘HE

FAMILY Q&As ,, 2012
Advice from Jim Daly - CALmnr—_%“‘
: & Dr Juh S}attery ' Upcomis .«

B6

Honnscn'------*
- ._.Whats m

Llfestyle/Spema Sec fions detor Adnenrie

¥ omer United Church of
[ Christ and Salem Presbyte- _
rian:Church in Venedocia |
ique in Northwest Ohio. j
» many of the churches in the
at were built primarily by
in settlers, these two come
es were settled by Welsh
3T Thelr churches reﬂect
ritage. -
ng archwect, said Dav1d
ngton, a member of the
r Welsh Historical Museum,
ve been to Wales. Our church
i ot like theirs do. I-don't " .-
What they call it — What the

churches feature the same
[ architecture, wit

“Tower with a
“hell-cast root,

“Witich means

. . LEAD : S : ) CJay SOWERSI photos ’The.'Lxma
Oldmg, who
sanne .. worked Gomer Un%ted Church of Chrlst first known as the. We!sh Church sits along the- east sade of Gomer inoad
wman for the Ohio in Gomer. _ '
A Historic Pres-

.ima News .
sspondent  €rvation Office,

holds master's  familiar with the towns of Gomer
degrees in Eng- and Venedocia. Both are proud of
lish and history  their heritage and take pains to
‘right State University and =~ preserve it. The histories of both
e doctoral work in geog- churches are very similar, as well.
& the University of Cincin- _Three families made their way to
und the churches unique to -~ _the Venedocia area. It wasnT long
rest Ohio during her exten- unfil they started @ church.
search into the area’s The first meeting of the Welsh

cture and history. Church was held in April 1848
£ said that both and consisted of 12 members.
o5 bear a strik- The first church build-

ywhifaneas tn O . P P D
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DAL RGN,

low from the back row of Gome_r}uni.te_d Church of ¢

WELSH CHURCHES * from BS —

_ 1 them, the huilding, the comerstone of 1. .

the current church was laid i

- In 1872 by Edward Stephiens, -
Tt cost about $15,000 to b

at the time. The church went -
€. through extensive niode

. JAY SOWERS + The Lima Nevs
hirist in Gomer, .l

afternoon -
classes, .

the building in a writter; ‘his- this
tory: “It was ahewnloghitild-
g Made warm. by chink.
mg-and daubing the ¢racks, S the

went through’ several 3

Seats were of logs split in Ik
pal ith pegs for legs, all *changes hegore e g it
X?n.ry ﬁnbﬁnmal, butnot very ‘current name Gomer United
amend; or 'anﬁoﬁable." - Chmch Of d A - d
After g()in.g throy gh' an’ hrist, in 1964,

. : : N a few vears afier it ..SAT;'N!EHTSP.ECMLI'_ :
mﬁeﬂnedfgte.'_ brick church With several other clfﬁféﬁgg 8T ROSE '

s * Historic Pres-
Lge!r'élsn;(annﬁee‘;f ervation Office, o
holds master's  familiar with the towns of Gomer
degreesin Eng- and Venedocia. Both are proud of
lish and history  their heritage and take pains to
from Wright State University and preserve it. The histories of both
has done doctoral work in geog- churches are very similar, as well.
raphy at the University of Cincin- Three families made their way to
nati, found the churches unique to _the VenedGola area, 1 wasn't long

Northwest Chio during her exten-  ung hey & ¢hurch.
sive research info the area’s _ .. The first meeting of the Welsh
architecture and history. ) Church was held in April 1848

Olding said that both
churches bear g strik-
ing resemblance to
the churches she

and consisted of 12 members,
- The first church build-
ing, a frame building

HY Taws MO Lo L ot
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Je T e e Blgham/Timss-Biflstin - =
i 8alem Presbyterian Church s celebrating the 100th birthday of the church buiiding this
gyear.} The congregation itself is 150 years old, -~ T

the 100th birthday of its current
-church building.: o
Throughout this past year, the
church has held special days to com-
memorate . its Welsh heritage.
Beginning March 1, which was Saint
David’s Day, the first Sunday of




¥ orship, Sunday school and
jef meetings, and according to
e ‘genealogy of the Bebb family,
-the congregation perfected the four--
part singing that had been prohibit:
ed by the elders in North Wales
+ Throughout the years, one of the
docia résidents have

tried to presetve their heritage has’

been through the their unique style

of four-patt-harmony music. ~
Today, Salem Presbyterian

Church continues to sing some of

the well-krown Welsh songs of -

their ancestors, They also organize
an annual church festival called The

Gymanfa Ganu, which literally _

means, “festival of singing.”

“The dream of four-part singing
ts still strong and healthy today,”
noted David Evans, a descendant of
‘the Bebb family. “The community

and the church still honor the tradi-

tions of the people who settied here
150 years ago.” Vo

Evans feels the community has
always held close ties with the
church and its music program, not-
ing that many musicians and vocal-
ists have had their beginnings in the
smafl burg. -~ -

Another Venedocia resident,
Donald Richards, agreed. He com-

‘mented that during the early 1900s,
there were male choirs from Salem
Presbyterian who won national
competitions as they toured the
country. Then, in the 1960s, when
bell choirs became. popular,
Venedocia had its own bell choirs
that entertained and ministered o
many music lovers. .

“The importance of music in the
life of the congregation and com-
munity is also reflected in today’s
music program at the church,” Rev,
Pratt noted. .~ ‘

Not only is the community cele-
brating the 150th birthday of the
original Salem Church established
in Venedocia, it is also celebrating
the 100th birthday of its carrent
church building, '

Throughout this past year, the
church has held special days to com-
memorate its Welsh heritage,
Beginning March 1, which was Saint
David’s Day, the first Sunday of

The construction 'of,'Sa!_e_ljn Presbyterian Church began Nov. 8,
1897, and the completed building was opened and dedicated

" Oct. 15-186, 1898,

every month has featured special;
events focusing on different aspects - -
of life in Venedocia and.in the’

church. April featured missions, May

— family, June — children, July —
service to country, August — agri- "’

culture and September — music, -,

Last Sunday was the annual
Gymanfa Ganu. The birthday cele-

bration will conclude this weekend
with a chicken barbecue from 4-6
p.m. Saturday at the Venedocia
Lion’s Club, foliowed by a concert

at 7 p.m. at the church featuring .
vocalists from Wales - Dafydd

Edwards and his daughters,
On .Sunday, Bartie Jones will
return during morning worship to

* direct a reunion of the early bell

choirs. The community and the

‘church hope that the public will

join them for their celebration,

* The Rev. E. Joe Richards, for- .
mer Venedocia resident, summed
up the feelings of many Venedocia
citizens when he said, “To have a
Weish ancestry is to have music in
your soul, peetry in your blood,
Welsh roots in your heart and God
in your life.”



byterlan Chureh |
ongregation Itself
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the 100th birmnuay ve es v
church building. : .
Throughout this past year, the
church has heid special days to com-
memdrate its Welsh heritage.
Beginning March 1, whick was Saint
David’s Day, the first Sunday of
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The Venedocia Presbyterian Church™
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English language in Venedocia. At this time, however, a number
of English-speaking families had located in the village. There was
Mr. Henry Dorman, employed by Williama Brothers, who operated
a general store; Mr. Marcus Allison, & section foreman on the
railroad; Mr. Henry Mash, & carpenter; Mr. David Knox, & carpen-~
ter; Mr. Jamesz Davig, the village blacksmith; and Mr. James Heed,
a manufacturer of axe handles. These men, with their English-
speaking families, and some others, felt the need of some kind of
religious services. ’

A Sunday School was cwmmnﬁma.. and it met in a small brick

‘school house which stood near the present parking lot scross from

the Salem Church. Mr. Henry Mash was chosen superintendent,
This Sunday School met regularly for some months until several
members, with their families, moved from the village. The Sunday
School was then sbandoned:

No other English religious services were held in Venedocia un-
til 1895. In the early months of that yesr, through the efforts of
Mr. J. J. Edwards, another English Sunday School was organized,
with Mr. Edwards as superintendent. This school held its meetings
in the old Cambrian Hall, which was located on the secand floor
of the Williams Brothers’ store. This Sunday School was well-at-
tended, and the enrollment was relatively large.

Mr. J. J. Edwards was not an ordained minister at that time,.
but at the insistence of some of the older members of the Sunday
School he consented to give Bible talks at the close of the Sunday
School session. This procedure made many of the members of the

Sunday School feel the need of an organized church.

" In the closing months of 1893 the Venedocia Presbyterian
Church. was orgsnired, with the Rev. D, Evang Jones as mmﬁwmw
Three elders were elected; they were: Messrs. J. C. Morris, .
Foster, and T. S. Morgan. The newly-organized church had thnmmP
members: Mr, and Mrs. E. 8. Foster, and their children, Lizzie;
Daisy, Charles, and Homer; Mr, and Mrs. J. C.. Morris; Mr, and
Mrs. T. S. Morgan; Mr. and Mrs. J. J. ; and Mr. John Rees.
(Cleveland). John Rees was the first treasurer, and T. 5. Morgan
was the first clerik of session.

The church did not have its own chorister, and so John Foster
eame and wmm the singing. The organists were: Mrs. Kate: Uhl
Davies, Mrs. Pearl Foster Olafson, Mrs. Bertha Evans Uhl, KE.
Hattie wnommmu. Wise, and Miss Elizabeth UhL

When the chureh was first organized, services were held
on the second floor of the school house, which stood near the
present. Venedocia Recreation Field. The first. church building
wasg erected in 1886, and in 1911 the church was redecorated. )

In the yzar 1911 Messrs. Henry Uhi, C. H. Foster, and D. C.-
Morris were elected elders. In 1913 the Rev. Daniel Evans Jones
resigned as pastor, and moved to Cambria, Wisconsin. .

In March, 1914, the Rev. Willlam Surdival became the pastor
of the church. On February 11, 1918, fire broke out, and the
church was burnied to the ground. The e¢hurch was never rebuilt.
For a while services were held in the hall above the store, and
in the 8sglem Chuch on Sunday afternoons. In 18918 the mémbers

of the Venedocia Presbyterian Church 1united with the Salem
Church.




The Horeb Church

S

Isaac mas_..wnam Jewett Davies D. M. Jones Trevor Williams -

A Sunday School and a Prayer Meeting were organized in the Horeb Com-
munity on June 24, 1864. The first Sunday School was held in the Daniel Jones'
home, which was located where the Horeb Cemetery is now located. In May, 1865,
it was. decided that the present house was too small. Daniel Jones donated one scre
of ground on which was erected a log chureh, 20 by 28 feet. :

The Rev. J. P. Morgan, pastor of the Salem Church, would come oceasion-
ally to preach and conduct services on Sunday evenings..

In 1873 a new frame church was erected. This church measured 30 by 40

feet, and. it cost $1,800.00. e - .
The membership was in the Salem Church uatil June 15, 1881, when the

Horeb. Church was declared by preshytery to be an independent organization,
with M. H. Morgan as elder. The church membership at this time was fifty-
three.

The first pastor was the Hev. Isaae Edwards, who served from June 11,
1882, to April 13, 1887. He was followed by the Rev. D). Jewett Davies, who
served from December 23, 1887, to December 20, 1891, : <

H&m%rEwm,wrm.wwﬁ?mmomaﬁmnﬁ H.mEh:,maSm_unmcornnn:wmﬁmﬂoﬂ
and served until his death on June 3, 1898. S

The Rev. David M. Jones was then called, and served from November 24,
1898, to January, 1907. During his pastorate a new brick church was erected;
this church was dedicated in June, 1905. .

?mﬁmﬁUmimhm,\mmmhcummwmm nrmnmmomgmnwcnnwnomonm %mmﬁ. dm-
ginning April 15, 1907. He preached on Sunday afternoons. e

Then the Rev. W. Trever Williams was called. He began his pastorate June
20, 1909, and served until September, 1313,

In 1820 the Horeb Church united with the Salem Church.
o

Three missionaries went out from the Horeb Church, Mr. and Mrs.
Rees F. Edwards went to China; and Miss Alice Jones went to India. From the
membership of the church there came also three ministers: The Rev. D. Luther
Edwards, the Rev. Joseph Richards, and the Hev. John Lloyd.




CHTRCNES,
aion, Welsh Do Cii nreh.

This chureh s also a braneh from the Saloan Chureh, which was oreay.
ized in Aungost, 18068, when they were nicc lared an mdujwnm,m chureh,
Their chuieh buile ding is 27 by 82 feet. and located in York Tow nmx;j
on section 28, ive miles southwest of Venedocia. Their ma nbership s
about G0 : ;

Bev Hugh Pogh was their fizst, minister, and Rev. J. P, Movgan 1heip
nresent pustor, who has served them for a number of vears.  Theiy
Sunday-school is well attended, aud a great anxil tary Lo the church.

Pl

Mount Zien Unifed Brethren Church,

This chureh was orga ni/wl in 1858, with eighteen membe'i-,, by ]\(.
Daniel Hindricks. Fhey held their m“{LUNT\ in a school-house in tie
sontheastern part of York Tewnship for a number of vears.

I 1867 or 1868 the wcuu ereched o log imlhimrr 24 by 30 in the
southeastern put of Yaork Township Lnown as the (}u!mnwoud Cloureh,
o which they bave since wors ngmml THreir pasiols have Leen ein wnged
every one or two years.  The present pmstoris the Rev. James Nicdde.
mus,  Some of the eariy members were Benjamin Van Eman, Aiss Tun
Eman, Beujumin Goodwin, Charlotte Goodwin, and others whose namey
eannot be learped.  Present membership about 280 The ehureh hias low, 7
many of its mewbers by removal and by deatl,

- JONESTOWN.

This village is.a station on the Toledo, Delphes and Burlington Rail-
road, located four miles west of Venedocia, in” York Township. The
post-office is known as Tokio, It contains one grocery store, one saw.
mill, and about hall a dowen of dwelling houses.
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-« . 'say the stained glass letters above
the doorway of the Zion United Pres-
byterian .Church, which sits by itself !
among the fields of southern Vag Wert
County." A “delightfil ‘Miniature..of the
..mmHmE.owcwcF. Zion was built in 1902,
Members  of the congregation are- go:
few they fear they may have. to give::
up their own services and - completely
joi ! ¢, " Ty -DDuw

ZION CHURCH TODAY

el

Wi ks e

The arrival in this section of Van Wert County, in wré spring
of 1850, of four Welsh families from Cincinnati, Ohio, marked the
beginning of the Zjon community. This group, consisting of Abra-
ham Jones, Hugh F. Jones, Thomasg Hughes, and Griffith Food-~
win, with their families, was supplemented’ during the npext few
years. by the coming of several other families from Cincinnati,.
Jackson, and- Newark, Ohio,. ag well as from Wales, Great Britain,

Records indicate that as early as 1854 religious services were
regularly held at Abraham Jones’ log_house, Sunday School at
first, and later; preaching services as well were held there. Upon the
completion of the first church building in. 1863, a “Union” Church
Was organized, consisting of both Congregational and Calvinistic
Methodist elements, and named The Zion Church. In timie; however,
the Church became definitely affiliated with the Welsh Calvinistic:
Methodist: denomination, and remained so until ‘this body merged,
in the year 1920, with the Presbyterian Church in the I 5. A.

From itg beginning, Zion Church has been a joint pastorate
with the Salem Church of Venedocia. Following are the ministers
that have served as pastors: the Reverends Hugh Pugh, John P. Mor-
gan, Hugh Davies, R. Vaughn Griffith, Thomas Roberts, Edward
Roberts, R. J, Williams, William Jones, W. T. Jones, and the present.
pastor, Gerald R. Johnson.

The present church edifice ;mgm%%mmmf during
the pastorate of the Rev, Edward Roberts, and was dedicated Oe-
tober 11-12 of that year. It remaing a monument to the consecra«
tion of the God-fearing and chureh-loving families of Zion of for-

members since that day.

Throughout the years, Zion has been blessed with an unusyal-
ly fine leadership. Its eldership has included the names of Abra-
ham Jones, John Breese, Thomas Hughes, John George, D. T

_Jonei, John D. Breese, David E. Davies, G. H. Jones, Richard
-Davies, and Walter D. Lewis. E. Minor Davies, D, I Breese, D.

Edwin Jones, and Alonzo Hhoades comprise the session at present.
Zlders, trusteey, choristers, and organists have given genercusly
of time and talent. Hosts of others, equally devoted, have rep-
dered faithful service, The recording angel alone knows  the
measure of all this steadfast allegiance and devotion to Christ and.
Hig church at Zion. X

(The above article was written by the Rev. W. T. Jones at the
time of the m.ou..mmﬁr Anniversary of the Zion Church.)

/G L



_ ByJIM Ezn&a :

jlangham@vanwertvoice.com
~ Lima News correspondent - :

VENEDOCIA — Times are
changing for Venedgcia retired
schoclteacher Hugh Pugh,

The church he and his ,Smm
.Evelyn, were married in is

i
4
i
\
f

{
0
i

-gone,. as gre the schools from’
hich they graduated. In'addi
“tion, the school he began .
~inginis gone asistheb
from which he retired.
‘But in spite of the changing
‘ SE.E ‘one thing -hasn’t
Wmswmm ‘The-heart for his-
‘Welsh heritage is as pliable:as
he ground purchased by his.
ancestors that surrounds his

rural Venedocia farm.”

~ After all, his great- mH.mmﬁ..
%.mm%mwwmw Hugh Pugh, was
the first: minister at the: new
church when he came to the
Venedocia area. His great
grandfather, Owen Pugh;
roEmmﬁm.&wmm ﬁum mmﬁm%.mmﬁﬁ :

Pughsaid. “He mgmu\m told me
to get things ready so we could

n

‘wagons early in the morning,”
Husmw. said.“He got to the fair-
grounds about noeon, unloaded

~the m?onzmw would vm. anw

e wing Eu
-say, ey g1, . Duroc hogs, We showed
: nwm&._%m..os f .E%.mw;mmsﬁm. “at 'both the state ‘and county
from: school,” said Pugh;a ¢ ugh ‘said. “Dad was a
- graduate of Ohio Northern “horticulturé grain judge, He
.- University MEQ Wright State judged at the state fair for 12
dEé.H.mn% ‘Tt means-a lot 8 . years. He made enough money
. at:the state fair to buy his first
per'wagon. He got

- Jersey cow in 1946

mw@ owm..weoS

with HSH.mmm when L was a kic
msmw Puigh said.“We walked :
- inthese fields all around here
1 followed behind him. Late
‘my dad drove the tractor and
- Qumb&um rode wrm cultivator -

mﬁm.gmu Nmﬁdw gn.
is a surgical nurse in
on, Owen Lioyd Pugh,
is mo_mu wmm:. of school

ere with the horse and

.doesn

teaching; son, Eric, is in the "
‘military, son, WOEQ oversees .
the family farm and daughter:
Karen, is a Mary Kay consul-
tant and a bank teller mw <m5

ﬁwmﬁ Savings and Loan:-
. “Qur family came wo ngm

country looking for owvog@ -
and they found it. Education is -
very important to us. It’s the
one thing they can’t take away -

from you,” Pugh said.

“Times are changing. Vene--
docia doesn’t have the stores’
that it used to. Buit one thing .

“hasn’t changed and that’s the
fact that we're a close-knit fam- - :
“We help each ”

ily,* Pugh said.
other out, We never-have. to
worry about having .an auto

mobile. When we have need,
we pass the word around. We: -

always help each other.”

Pugh said there are still”
times when he looks at the land .

and can seemingly visualize his
grandfather walking ahead of
him with a horse and plow.

“This land was.a gift from
- our family heritage. We just
- keep passing it down,” Pugh
“It’s the one thing that.
t change in this world.”-

You can comment on this story 3

said,

7

mﬁ www.limaohio, com.
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